
 I watch interest rates online; in case one day I decide to refinance my house. Since tak-

ing up this practice, Iõve noticed myself experiencing an underlying degree of stress based on 

what the rates are doing. Instead of being excited by lower rates; I fret when they decline be-

cause it indicates the economy is doing poorly. These emotions have lead me to question where 

my trust lies.  

 "In God We Trust" is stamped onto all of our money.  Yet when it comes to the economy, 

and honestly my bank account as well, God is rarely present in my thoughts. Am I the only one 

in this boat?  Isn't it a huge contradiction that we take something that we often put trust in 

above God, namely money, and write on it ñ"In God We Trust"?  Truthfully, I don't see why "In 

God We Trust" is on our money. Yet, I know, many Christians get bent out of shape if someone 

suggests removing it from our currency.  

There is a TV show called 30 Days, in which people from different ends of the spectrum 

will take a month and live together. Itõs a profound showñthat has helped me depolarize some of 

my more rigid judgments of people. One of the episodes, I found most enlightening, featured an 

atheist mom who went to live with a Christian family. It was a fairly civil episode minus one 

night; a night where the atheist took her Christian hosts to a coffee shop to meet some of her 

atheist friends. In the ensuing conversations at the coffee shop the Christians end up getting in 

an argument with the atheists when one of them suggests that "In God We Trust" should not be 

on our money. The argument ends with the Christians telling the atheists that if they don't like 

God on the money then they can find another country to live in. Apparently it is more important 

to some Christians to have God stamped all over our currency then it is to be hospitable and 

open to people with differing opinions.  

 I doubt that the behavior of these Christians brought the atheists any closer to a rela-

tionship with Jesus, and probably only solidified there opinions. Yet offending atheists is the 

least of my arguments against Christians who fight tooth & nail for "In God We Trust." I think 

the primary problem I have with it ñis that it isn't true. For we do not spend our money in a way 

that says "In God We Trust."  

 If you were to take the money that we spend on cosmetics and ice cream alone in the 

U.S., we could feed and house every homeless and starving person on the planet. Now I realize 

that this is a harsh thing to say, and that simply telling this to people is often not helpful, but I 

think it casts considerable doubt on the validity of "In God We Trust" on our money. God loves 

all His creation, and desires for each and every person to have their basic needs met, so when a 

small minority of the population (us), controls a vast majority of the wealth in the world, and 

hoards most of it for their own comfort, do you think that God really appreciates that we put his 

name on this behavior?  

Until we as a Christian community can truly come to put the trust of our money in God, 

then we should really stop wasting our breath and resources fighting for "In God We Trust" on 

the dollar. If you believe that we have somehow earned the right to have it on the money, then 

please share with me your thoughts. For I do not see what earning the right for something has 

anything to do with following Christ. Christ preached a message of power under and letting peo-

ple take advantage of you. He said if someone demands that you go one mile then go two, or if 

someone demands your shirt offer them your coat as well. He also said if you are fighting with 

someone over who will get the best treatment then you have already lost. I feel as though Chris-

tians are fighting for "In God We Trust" more out of a sense of entitlement then any real desire 

to live out those words.  If I am going astray here, which I often am, then I would appreciate 

someone helping me see what I'm missing. Or if this article simply annoys you please donõt hold 

it against me, instead come and discuss your thoughts with me in love.  
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September 

Newsletter:  Each month 

our Newsletter is posted on 

our website, www.zionub.org.  

If you receive a paper copy of 

the Newsletter, you can go to 

our website to view it in color.  

      Let Pat know if you would 

like to be added to our email 

Newsletter distribution.  

Pat Grau, Newsletter Coordinator 

October Items due 9/21/09 



Zionõs Annual Variety 

Show  
There will be no Variety Show in 

2010, due to our 150th Celebra-

tion Activities in October.   

October Day Trip  

     Book Club is sponsoring a ROSE Day Trip 

to Canterbury Village on Saturday October 

2ndñcost $5.  This Day Trip is open to all 

ladies and your guests.  

 Saturday October 2nd  

7:30 am   meet at church  

8 am        Depart for Lake Orion, MI  

10 am      Arrive at Caterbury Village  

                (we can make a rest stop if needed)  

10-2:30    Time to shop and have lunch  

3 pm        Depart for Blissfield  

5 pm        Return to Church  

ROSE Planning Mtg ñWednesday 9/8 @ 

6:30 pm 

Book Club  

NOTE:  Septemberõs special movie 

night is open to anyone interested.  

     For September, instead of discussing a 

book, we will be viewing a movie, A Vow to 

Cherish .  This Christian video deals with 

the stresses on a marriage when a spouse 

contracts a serious chronic illness.  The plot 

revolves around a business executive and 

how his life is turned upside -down when his 

wife contracts a debilitating disease.  Many 

of us will or do face issues and choices simi-

lar to those in this movie.  

     Our READ for October will be, Had-

dasah, One Night with The King by Tommy 

Tenney.  This selection is a gripping action -

adventure story full of political intrigue and 

suspenseñit is based on the biblical story 

of Esther.  

ROSE @ Zion Updates  
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Wednesday  night Kid's Ministry  

     In September, Zionõs Wednesday 

night Kidõs Ministry will return!  It 

will be held at the same time as adult 

bible study; 7:00 -8:00 pm.   

     Penny Whitt will coordinate the 

Ministry, but she needs volunteers to 

teachñideally she would like 4 teach-

ers, one to take each week of the 

month.   

Menõs Ministry, JimB 
 September is just around the corner. We are 

excited to again have our Men's breakfast on the 2nd 

Saturday of each month at 8:00am beginning on Sep-

tember 1th. Bob Billingtonõs team will be hosting the 

meal.  We will be looking to see many old and new 

faces. All you need to do is just show up to support our 

Ministry.  

   

Olde World Canterbury Village, a designated historical landmark in the State of 
Michigan, extends over 21 acres. It is host to 18 specialty shops and wonderful 
features. With 90,000 sq. ft. of holiday retail space, Aldridge's Always Christmas 
is one of the largest and most unique Christmas stores anywhere!  

 The main facilities were built with olde world craftsmanship with rich, 
luxurious quality and ornate furnishings. The integrity of your experience is en-
hanced by oak paneling and carvings from France, European armor, tapestries 
and an antique stained glass window from Scotland. The antique fireplace in the 
King's Court Castle was shipped from England creates an olde world ambience.  

Zion Welcomes  
William Herbert Cory  

 and  

Owen Charles Cory  

Twin sons of Mike and Jess Cory 

     ðand younger brothers of Tucker   

Born Friday  August 20th.    

Shown here with proud GREAT Grandpa Avery Bruce. 




