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Welcome to 2011.   

MEMBERS: Linn Johnston, Jim Bryan, Mark Krueger, Tom Eisenmann, Aden 

Porter Jr., Debbie Porter, Penny Whitt, Rochelle Jensen, Dean Porter, Sandy Uyt-

tenhove, Bill Reed, Bob Billington, Seth Makula, Kathy Eisenmann, Keith 

Hodges, Solon Shelden, Shane Waigle 

The Zion Board met on Wednesday 1/12/11 and we welcomed two new members 

to the board, Solon Sheldon and Shane Waigle.  Officers were announced as: 

 Tom Eisenmann ñchairman  

 Sandy Uyttenhove ñsecretary  

 Rochelle Jensen--treasurer.  

Committee Reports were given.   

Menôs GroupðJim Bryan reported that the Chili Cook off will be held on 

1/16/2011, proceeds will go to some mission project.  Mission Committeeðwe 

need someone from the church body to head this committee, if you are interested 

please contact a board member.    

A big thank you was given to Linn Johnston, Mark Krueger, Shane Waigle, and 

Ken Krueger for their work on the new parking lot west of the church. Aden re-

ported that it is exceptionally level thanks to Linn and his tractor.   

Rochelle reported that two new copiers were bought for the church offices along 

with new padded chairs.   

The old Zion church on Horton road has been sold to Ogden 

Twp.  The Board is interested in buying the bell that hangs in 

the tower.  It might cost us upwards of a $1000 to buy this 

from the township. If anyone is interested in helping out with 

this project please see Rochelle, our Treasurer.   

The Elder Board was discussed and new names will be brought before the Board 

in Marchðan election will be conducted.  If you are interested in serving as an 

Elder please let a Board Member know.   

On Wed. 1/19 the heads of the different committees will meet (met) to establish 

the calendar for the church activities for 2011.   

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30.  Have a great year. 

Tom Eisenmann, Chr. of the Board 

Menõs Group 

 Our annual chili Cook 

Off was a great success.  Thank 

you to all who entered your 

chili, brought desserts, and/or 

attended and voted.  

1st place: Bean -less Rice Chili by Shane & 

Danielle Waigle  

2nd place: Awesome Beef Chili by Kory 

Krueger & Raquel Flores  

3rd place: Wendy's Chili by Pastor Aden 

Porter    

 In total we had 14 chili entries and 

raised $640 for missions.    Additionally, we 

shared a wonderful time of Fellowship as a 

church family!  

Report from the Treasurer,  

   Rochelle Jensen  

Finances for Zion's end 

of year report remained 

strong, enabling us to 

make $5000 in donations 

to various mission 

groups locally as well as 

globally. For the projected mission giving in 

2011 we have increased the budget to $6000. 

Weekly giving averaged $2364, within budget. 

Major parking lot improvements, furnace/AC 

repairs, the 150th celebration, new tables & 

chairs, and technology updates were accom-

plished in 2010. Thanks to all for your gener-

ous giving and we will continue to seek to 

honor our God with your tithes and offerings.  

Greetings from the  

Board of Directors.  

Attendance Statistics  

2007  Wkly Ave   105  

2008  Wkly Ave   107  

2010  Wkly Ave   125  

2011  Wkly Ave   126 (January)  

¶ On 3/3/08 we had a peak of 153  

when we dedicated infants.   

¶ On 10/17/10 we had a peak of 202  

when we celebrated our 150th Anniversary!  

After the Fall   On Page 2 of our Newsletter I am pleased to include 

an article published by Kathy Rouser, a Christian author from Michigan.  She 

has graciously given permission for us to include, òAfter the Falló.   

   One of our families recently experienced a similar 

life changing òfalló.  As you read Kathyõs article, use it as a reminder to con-

tinue to pray for the Steve Winkleman family.  They too must have valleys 

between their mountaintop experiences.  Praise God for his healing mercy.  



Dear brothers and sisters, when trouble comes your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your  

faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be  per-

fect and complete, needing nothing. James 1:2-4  

  

 . . . despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ Jesus who loved us . . . nothing in all creation wi ll ever 

be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.    Romans 8:37b, 39b NLT  

 After the Fall , by Kathy Rouser  

                       The month of January makes me think of the fall. No, not the autumn season, or the fall of Adam and Eve 

into sin, but the fall that defined our family's life. On January 16, 1999, my husband, Jack, fell off of our two -story roof ont o 

our concrete front porch. Since then, time was often divided into two categories: Before the Fall and After the Fall.  

            The year of 1998 had not been easy. Around that time I'd had to move my mother to a nursing home near my sister in 

Saginaw, because of her declining health. I'd also had a miscarriage. I'd been my mother's main caretaker and I grieved the 

loss of having her near by, while I grieved the loss of a baby girl I would never hold in this life. I suffered from anemia a nd 

chronic fatigue. Seven months later my mother passed away.  

            In January of 1999, the doctor told me I had chronic Epstein -Barr virus and told me to go home and rest. Two days 

later, Jack was up on the roof and our lives changed when a neighbor urgently knocked on the door and said, "Please call 911,  

Jack fell off the roof."  

            As I looked at my husband, lying half in the bushes and half on the ground, a dozen different thoughts flew through my 

mind. After the ambulance picked him up, the police took me to the emergency entrance at the local hospital.   My father -in -law 

stayed as long as he could, but at the time my in -laws were helping  another family member and her children through a crisis.  

            Jack had been whisked away on a gurney for further examination. A hospital chaplain sat with me in a tiny room, wait-

ing to find out the result of Jack's x -rays for awhile, and then I was alone. The small consultation room had no windows and 

low light. It was silent. "Father," I prayed, "my parents and brother are gone, my sister is busy with her family and my in -laws 

are busy helping Jack's sister. I'm all alone and worn out, Lord. You're going to have to take care of this for me. I don't h ave 

anything left to give."   I had little energy and three children at home to care for. Thankfully, our oldest son was 16 and prove d 

to be a big help.  

            I've learned that it's not so much that God gives you what you can handle, but I think He gives us more than we can 

handle so that we realize how much we need Him.  

            When I could wait no longer, I went to the nurse's station to ask if they had any results. They didn't, but I did fi nd out 

that some people were waiting for me in another area.   Little did I know that even before I cried out to God, my son had called 

the prayer chains at two different churches and the Lord had been sending friends and pastors to comfort us!  

            On the way down from the roof, the Lord had told Jack he wouldn't die, but the report showed he would be in for a lo ng 

recovery. He'd smashed his heels, fractured his ankles, several vertebrae, his right elbow, wrist, jaw and eye socket.  

            Jack spent a month in the hospital, having multiple surgeries and healing. He knew that about the only thing he coul d 

control was his attitude, so he chose thankfulness. He even wrote thank you notes to the kitchen staff on the back of his men u. 

His speed of recovery progressed beyond what the doctors expected. He was able to witness to many hospital staff members 

and other patients.  

            At home, God provided above and beyond for us. For two months, many people took turns bringing us lovely meals, of-

ten enough food for more than one day. I was so used to receiving so much at one time, that when one friend brought us cans o f 

soup I was surprised. But then we came down with a virus and it was exactly what we needed. Another day I was too ex-

hausted to go shopping and we were low on fresh produce. A delivery truck showed up with a beautiful fruit basket from an old  

friend that had moved out of state. Each day, each week seemed filled with miracles of God's care for all of us.  

            I was used to Jack traveling because of his job, but I always hated when he was away. Yet, during the month Jack spe nt 

in the hospital, a warm presence stayed by me each night as I crawled into bed. I actually felt the presence of the Holy Spir it in 

a very real way, never feeling alone.  

            Eventually, Jack came home. He spent another five months mostly in a wheelchair, while recovering and learning to 

walk again. During that time, God gave our family a chance to grow together in a way we never had before. We learned to trust  

the Lord more completely, to see Him meet all of our needs each day. It would take many pages to record the wonderful way 

the Lord touched our lives through others and by the presence of His Spirit.  

            After months of mountain top experiences, we had to walk back down to the valley, filled with challenges. It was as 

though the Lord prompted me, assuring me that with His guidance, I could take steps of faith. I might not feel His presence i n 

the same way, but He would always be there. As Jesus said, " And surely I am with you always . . ." Mt. 28:20a NIV  

            While I wouldn't necessarily want to sign up again for such a crash course in learning to lean on God, the experienc e 

changed Jack and me irrevocably --for the better. I'm glad I don't know the future, because each day has enough worries of its 

own. But I do know  the loving, merciful, one true God who will always be by my side and take care of me in whatever circum-

stance He sees fit to draw me closer to himself.  

  
Dear Father, thank you for loving us, your children, enough to do what is best for us. Help us to see your grace and mercy at  

work in our lives. Please give us joy and wisdom in our trials. Enable us to bring our troubles and tears to you, where we ma y 

find your rest and lean on you, our loving and accepting God. In Jesus' name, amen.  
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 ROSE Womenõs Executive group met in January with the 

new officers.  They are:  

Kathy Eisenmann ñPresident  

Jennifer Mirelez ñVice President  

Kathy Johnston ñSecretary  

Tricia Burrow ñTreasurer  

Tiffany Laney ñMember -at -large  

Lori Shaw ñMember -at -large  

 The biggest discussion we had was to go through our By -laws 

and see if we need to make recommendations on changes.  Since weõve 

added 2 members-at -large positions we know that needs to be ad-

dressed.  The decision was made to have the changes made to review 

at our March meeting.  Any woman that would like to attend the 

March ROSE meeting  is welcome to participate in updating our By -

laws.  Recommended changes will also be voted on at the March meet-

ing.  Kathy and Lori will put together the changes and post them on 

the bulletin board in Feb. for all to see.  

 Some upcoming activities were discussed.  

LOCAL MISSION MONTH (January)   We are collecting laundry 

items to give to Catherine Cobb Womenõs shelter and $100.00 from 

our treasury will be used to buy blankets for the women.  Jennifer will 

purchase them.  Please leave your contributions in the lobby at the 

ROSE display.  [editorial comment:  thank you to whomever put to-

gether this display corner, itõs caring and looks very professional] 

ROSE DATES for FEBRUARY  

9th - (6pm)  Calendar Planning  

19th - (11-4pm) Making Memories   

26th - (9-4pm) Annual Ladies Day Away at 

Cambria Baptist Church in Hillsdale  

28th - (7pm) Book Club at Kathy Eisen-

mannõs house 

HEART BEAT MONTH (February)  This month 

ROSE will collect baby items for our Baby Basket 

Ministry.  Tiffany will put together a flyer to let our 

women know what  items are needed.  Contribu-

tions can be left in or around the cra-

dle display.   

FUNDRAISER MONTH (March)  Annual Bagel Sale  

 

 Feb. 9 (at 6:00pm) we will be having our calen-

dar planning meeting for the 2011 year.  If you are interested in help-

ing plan our future events, please attend.  Watch in the bulletin for 

more information.  There also will be a Questionnaire being handed 

out to all women of the church to see what interest we have in areas 

that we might not have pursued before.  

 Participation in all ROSE Circles is open to all Zion women.  

Current Circles meeting are:  

Book Club ñKathy Eisenmann and Pat Grau leaders, meets on the 

4th Monday of the month  

Making Memories ñKaren Krueger leader, meets on the 4th Satur-

day of the month bring lunch item to share while you craft  

Quilting ñJanet Griffes leader, sews weekly for the Quilts of Com-

passion non-profit organization (see item on Page 5)  

Womenõs Bible StudyñRochelle Jensen leader, watch calendar and 

bulletin for meeting times  

R.O.S.E @ Zion by Kathy Eisenmann  
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February 

14th! 


