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God’s a Great Electrician

Seth Makula

Zion UB Mission Statement
WE eXIsT To WoRrsHIP, WIN, EDIFY, EQuIP, AND

ENLARGE THE KINGDOM OF GOD

From the
Youth Pastor’s Desk

(Before you read this I want to apologize
for the lack of cohesion in this essay. It
ended up being more of a group of
loosely connected thoughts then any-
thing else. But I pray some of you find it
helpful.)

It seems that every time we
have a service where people share their
testimonies I'm gone. This has always
been a bit of a blessing and a curse. For
I love hearing testimonies, but at the
same time I've always found myself en-
vious of the testimonies others have to
share. Telling someone how you grew up
in the church, had good Christian par-
ents, and kind of just became a Chris-
tian as a child, is not nearly as exciting
as the person who ran away from home,
got addicted to cocaine, joined a rock
band, and then became a Christian right
after taking three times the lethal dose

of codeine. But my thoughts on testi-
mony have started to change.

For me the conversion experi-
ence has become less important. I see
Christianity as a journey, and though it
is important to begin this journey (i.e.,
convert), it is equally or more important
that you continue the journey. There
has always been such an emphasis in
the church on the question of "when" or
"how did you become Christian," that I
think we often overlook what's changed
since you became a Christian. I remem-
ber being at a conference where the
speaker asked who had said the sinners
prayer. The majority of the listeners
raised their hands. Then the speaker
asked them who had said it more then
once. Again, the majority raised their
hands. Clearly Christianity is more then
a one step commitment. It is a journey,
a continuous series of steps, a willing-
ness to allow Christ to not only come
into your heart, but to stay and screw
around with your insides.

Personally, I am aware of this
tampering inside of me by how it is re-
wiring my thoughts and judgments. No
longer do I think God is only loving me
when I do good Christian things like
reading my Bible, going to church, not
swearing, or saying prayers before every
meal. No longer do I feel God bases my
worth on my knowledge of who He is, on
my score in Bible trivia games, and on
my understanding of who God loves and
who God hates. Since becoming a Chris-

tian God has become increasingly big-
ger, and bigger, and bigger, and subse-
quently I find that He is shattering
boxes that I've always tried to keep
Him in. Boxes that when I first become
a Christian made sense, but that today
are useless and full of holes.

God has continually been med-
dling with wiring that was once safe
and secure inside my head and heart.
I've been shocked, and at times I've
come close to shorting out; but I see
now, though the wiring still needs
work, that my capabilities to allow God
to flow through me are increasing. I
continually have to get larger boxes to
put God in; I'm beginning to wonder if
He likes boxes at all. I can remember a
time when I had God figured out, but I
know now if you have God figured out,
then it's not God.

If you have thought of the con-
version experience as being the most
important, or the only necessary step,
in your journey as a Christian, then
please consider what I have written. If
you feel you have been wired to the
max, or if you have found a box God is
quite comfortable in, then I implore
you to ask who has decided the wiring
is complete, or who is comfortable in
the box. If you don't find the degree of
God's love and mercy to be marvelous
and nearly unbelievable in its abun-
dance when compared to your own,
then you are brushing up against
something much less then God.

Pl an to stay

Annual Taco Dinner by Trish & Dennis
Burrow and Marlene & Bill Cates

for Zi
ship on Sunday August 22nd. Once again Trish and |
Dennis will be sharing their culinary talents with |
their church family. Friends are welcome. |

ah
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I |Treasure's Report by Rochelle Jensen

Total giving for May, June and July was $28,433.80.
WTlhig avergggsow torh2,18h2d per wepky aplittle hedipd
our budget goal of $2,300.00. I hope everyone is having a
good summer, but don't forget to support the ministry of
your local church.




Communion

on the Moon:
July 20th, 1969 by Eric Metaxas

Forty years ago two human
beings changed history by walking
on the surface of the moon. But
what happened before Buzz Aldrin
and Neil Armstrong exited the Lu-
nar Module is perhaps even more
amazing, if only because so few
people know about it. "I'm talking
about the fact that Buzz Aldrin
took communion on the surface of
the moon. Some months after his
return, he wrote about it in Guide-
posts magazine.

And a few years ago | had
the privilege of meeting him my-
self. | asked him about it and he
confirmed the story to me, and |
wrote about in my book Every-
thing You Always Wanted to Know
About God (But Were Afraid to
Ask).

The background to the
story is that Aldrin was an elder at
his Presbyterian Church in Texas
during this period in his life, and
knowing that he would soon be
doing something unprecedented in
human history, he felt he should
mark the occasion somehow, and
he asked his minister to help him.
And so the minister consecrated a
communion wafer and a small vial
of communion wine. And Buzz
Aldrin took them with him out of
the Earth's orbit and on to the sur-
face of the moon.

He and Armstrong had only
been on the lunar surface for a few
minutes when Aldrin made the fol-
lowing public statement: 0Thi s
the LM pilot. I'd like to take this
opportunity to ask every person
listening in, whoever and wherever
they may be, to pause for a moment
and contemplate the events of the

past few hours and to give thanks in
his or her own way." He then
ended radio communication and
there, on the silent surface of the
moon, 250,000 miles from home, he
read a verse from the Gospel of
John, and he took communion. Here
is his own account of what hap-
pened: "In the radio blackout, |
opened the little plastic packages
which contained the bread and the
wine. | poured the wine into the
chalice our church had given me. In
the one -sixth gravity of the moon,
the wine slowly curled and grace-
fully came up the side of the cup.

Then | read the Scripture, 'l
am the vine, you are the branches.
Whosoever abides in me will bring
forth much fruit.. Apart from me
you can do nothing.

I had intended to read my
communion passage back to earth,
but at the last minute [they] had
requested that | not do this.
was already embroiled in a legal
battle with Madelyn Murray
O'Hare, the atheist opponent of re-
ligion, over the Apollo 8 crew read-
ing from Genesis while orbiting the
moon at Christmas. | agreed reluc-
tantly.

NASA

| ate the tiny Host and swal-
lowed the wine. | gave thanks for
the intelligence and spirit that had
brought two young pilots to the Sea
of Tranquility . It was interesting
for me to think: the very first liquid
ever poured on the moon, and the
very first food eaten there, were the
communion elements.

And of course, it's interest-

.ing to think that some of the first

words spoken on the moon were the
words of Jesus Christ, Who made

the Earth and the moon - and Who,
in the immortal words of Dante, is
Himself the "Love that moves the
Sun and other stars."

Birthdays
8.3 Mary Campbell
8.3 Connie Sayler
8.3 Danielle Waigle
8.3 Branden Whitt
8.9 Lyn Melling
8.9 Colleen Rymanowicz
8.13 Michaela Cross
8.14 Chuck Campbell
8.21 Lydia Makula
8.26 Brianna Porter
8.26 Leah Ward
8.27 Luella Cory
8.30 Tucker Cory

Anniversaries
8.1 Bill & Marlene Cates
8.1 David & Connie Sayler
8.6 Mark & LuAnn Masters
8.11 Matt & Tiffany Laney
8.12 Nicholas & Sarah Bryan
8.13 Jerry & Janice Coopshaw
8.29 Bill & Tammy Reed

Book Club

: Book Club will be held @ 7pm on Aug.
i23 at Jean Warner’
at 1367 Cadmus Rd. in Adrian.

: August Day Trip

i Book Club invites all ladies to join us

: for a day trip on Saturday August 8th

: to Sylvania, OH. We will take the

i church van to the Hindu Temple of

: Toledo to attend the 21st annual :

: Festival of India,

:1:00 pm Meet at Zion UB

:1:30 pm Van Departs Zion

i 2-5 pm India Festival in Sylvania

 Temple tours

Y Food Stalls

:1  Shopping Booths (
5 30 pm Back at Zion

: Join us for a great day of fellowship and

Iearnlng

Beware of Terrorist Groups in Church (author unknown)

Latest news reports are
that five terrorist cell groups have
been operating in many of our
churches. They have been identi-
fied as: Bin Sleepin, Bin Arguin,
Bin Fightin, Bin Complainin, and
Bin Missin.

Their leader, Lucifer Bin
Workin, trained these groups to
destroy the Body of Christ. The
plan is to come into the church
disguised as Christians and to

work within the church to discour-
age, disrupt, and destroy.
However, there have been
reports of a sixth group. A tiny cell
known by the name Bin Prayin is
actually the only effective counter
terrorism force in the church.
Unlike other terrorist cells, the Bin
Prayin team does not blend in with
whoever and whatever comes
along.
Bin Prayin does whatever is

needed to uplift and encourage the
Body of Christ. We have noticed
that the Bin Prayin cell group has
different characteristics than the
others. They have Bin Watchin, Bin
Waitin, Bin Fastin, and Bin Longin
for their Master, Jesus Christ to
return.

NO CHURCH IS EXEMPT!
(However, you can spot them if you
bin lookin and bin goin.)




Board Notes,
Tom Eisenmann Chairman

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- 2010

By Kathy Eisenmann, Director

Zion's Board | as
with 8 members present. Not many
items were taken up at this meet-
ing. The trees on our Church prop-
erty have all been taken care of. We
will now be proceeding on stoning in
some more parking space on the
West side of the church. Looking
for volunteers to help Linn Johns-
ton with this project.

150th Celebration
October 16 & 17

We’'re in the plaxu\a

our 150 year celebration—the week-
end of October 16th and 17th. Sat-
urday we will be having a Hog
Roast and pot luck dinner. Enter-
tainment will include inflatable
bounce houses for the kids, singing,
and a band at night. With Sunday
worship we’'l| hav
and the 150tk celebration program.
Afterwards, there will be cake and
ice cream. Please put this big event
for the church on your calendar.
Any questions contact Rochelle Jen-
sen or myself.

This year our kids explored the Mighty Love of God with 5 very special characters. They
twerenet on July 14

SCULLY (a mouse) God frees Peter from prison

MARINA (a dolphin) God comforts Paul in a storm at sea
WINK (a monkey) Paul surviving a bite by a poisonous snake
SALTY (a pelican) Peter and John teach about Jesus
spider)

LACEY ( a God’'s Word is for everyone

We were blessed with the following leaders:
Joy H. (crafts), Deb P. (music), Rochelle dJ. (bible
story), Rudy M./Levi M.( recreation), Penny W./
Vonda M.(Pre K-K) Lyn M./Trisha B.(1st-2nd grade),
Jennifer M./Grace M/Roggie W.(3rd-4th grade, Kandi
E.(5th-6tk grade).

Our helpers were essential to our successful
VBS. Serving were Martie Y., Danielle W., Michaela
H., Keisha W., Vicky K., Kallie K., and Brianna R..

Also essential to keeping our ship sailing

istration each night and Dawn M took care of the
snacks each night and on Friday after the closing
program. THANK YOU to Dean Porter for paying for
all our snacks.

a (WeihadiSeard aBdBSQ@ng Drill each night. Our 5 that won each night did a play
off on program night. Congratulations to the 2 winners on Friday night.

0

Our attendance was absolutely amazing! We had as high as 41; but, always had
over 30. All offerings collected go to a local mission. This year we collected $383.00 which
will be given to the Lenawee County Mission in Adrian.

Zion UB Church

P.O. Box 53

4830 E. Weston Road
Blissfield, M1 49228

September Newsletter Items Due 8/23
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